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Ershov remarks “this observation is a godsend”, Mr. Silverman has “this observation 
is little more than a ‘dry well”‘. Page after page, sentence after sentence, Ershov’s 
prose is mutilated, perverted, made incomprehensible; its meaning is often made 
exactly opposite to what the author wrote. 
Mr. Silverman’s incompetence is not limited to linguistic problems. It is in the 
program texts and technical jargon that the true horrors lurk. Ershov uses a Russian 
version of Algol 60, with Russified “key-words”. It would appear a simple matter 
to look up any English textbook on Algol60 and retranslate correctly back. Instead, 
Mr. Silverman “invents”: designators for identifiers, monomials for primary, int for 
integer, and var for value; the latter invention, of course, renders Ershov’s programs 
totally wrong, but I bet Mr. Silverman won’t know why! 
The layout of programs in Ershov’s book is bad; in a Polish translation, which 
came out some years ago. the publishers converted it to the familiar. sensibly 
indented format, which instantly improved the (human) readability. In the Springer 
edition, totally incongruously with these esteemed publishers policy of excellent 
type-setting, the formats are even worse than in the Russian original, while the 
typographic errors are faithfully reproduced. 
Finally, I do not know who changed the title of the book nor when: the Russian 
original’s title is “Introduction to Theoretical Programming. . .” rather than “Origins 
of Programming.. .” 011 p. 156 of the Springer edition there is a self-reference to 
the book’s title; it reads, yes, you have guessed it, “Introduction to Theoretical 
Programming”. Such funny things could add a certain piquancy to an otherwise 
well-produced book. In this case it is one more evidence of a job so badly botched 
that it would be much better never even attempted. 
In his spare time, Andrei Ershov translated English poetry into his native language. 
His translations compared well with the masters’. A good thing he did not live to 
see his book massacred by Mr. Silverman under Springer’s imprint. 
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(Spriuger, New York, 1990), Price $42.00 (hardback), ISBN 0-387-97064-P. 
The Collected Works of J. Richard Biichi gathers together all bar seven of Biichi’s 
published papers and some previously unpublished material, from his Ph.D. thesis 
until his untimely death in April 1984. In addition, the volume contains a brief 
biography and critical assessments of Biichi’s role in the development of computer 
science. The papers are loosely grouped under headings such as “Computability’*, 
“Discrete Spaces”, etc. Each of these sections is introduced by comments from an 
